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lanche Baker, the actress of “16
Candles” fame, stands thin and
elegant in a party dress, taking
from John Hunt, who
motions toward the baby grand
piano in his Buckingham living room.

Hunt is a 48-year-old Fed Ex driver.

But with the filming of “Jersey Justice,”
the revenge thriller he’s penned, he also is a
first-time director and screenwriter.

And Baker, who recently appeared on an
episode of “Law & Order,”
isn’t the only actor with
name recognition playing a
role in the production being
filmed in Bucks County, as
well as Philadelphia and
Atlantic City.

His cast also includes Bo
Svenson, who played the
Reverend Harmony in Phote by iwiely Rinenines
Bo Svenson  «kjj Bill” and alsoiswell  Blanche Baker, who starred in “16 Candles,” plays

known for his 1970s role as 3 prominent role in John Hunt’s “Jersey Justice.”

Sheriff Buford Pusser in “Walking Tall Part
I1” and “Final Chapter: Walking Tall.” ,, i : e W

Johnny “Roastbeef” Williams, who was in . e
“Goodfellas”; Chris Mann, a regular on =
HBO's “The Wire”; and Gervase Peterson, r
who was on the Borneo episodes of “Sur-
vivor,” also are in the cast.

All this on a $100,000 budget that Hunt
and his wife, Kathi, scraped together.

So how did a fledgling filmmaker, who
has been delivering packages for 20
years, manage to snag such a good
cast and crew? .

“I think the story within the j r e
script is what is attracting 4 iz
people to it,” says “Jersey f .

Justice” producer 4 -

Tammy Howell, who
has been working in
the independent film
industry in the
See DELIVERY,
PageD 6 .
Tt heoan with a casual I



D6 The Intelligencer

T———

Sunday, October 23, 2005

L o o

! 10 Place a Classified Ad Call 215-345-3010 = 215-957-8125 =

Delivery

Continued from Page D 1

Philadelphia area for two years.

Bigger-budget independents
can more easily draw
names with recognition — though
they don’t always — but it's rare
that one with so few dollars can
pull together an “amazing cast and
crew,” Howell says.

Baker, who also played Anna
Weiss in the 1978 television minis-
eries “Holocaust” under the name
Blanche Backer, says she has read
plenty of scripts for independents
— and found Hunt's was ... well,
different. '

“John’s (story) is wonderful,”
she says. "I couldn't wait to turn
the page.”

The revenge thriller is both
political and personal, a response
to Hunt’s frustration with the war
in Irag, the unsuccessful search
for Osama bin Laden, and his own
anger over the recent suicide of a
nephew who shared his passion
for movies.

“I wanted to make one of those
timely movies,” says Hunt, who
started writing the story the day
President George W. Bush was
elected for a second term.

The central character is Polly
O’Bannon, a middle-class subur-
ban woman who turns vigilante
when two bikers kill her husband,
fueling the anger born months
earlier when her only son, Derek,
was killed in Iraq.

That character was partly
inspired by West Chester, Chester
County, native Nick Berg, who
was decapitated in May 2004
while working as a private con-
tractor in Iraq.

But not all of the film is inspired
by the political.

Derek is the name of Hunt's 27-
year-old nephew, who killed him-
self last year. Hunt says he was
able to understood O’Bannon’s
anger through his own.

“To this day,” he says, “I still
have that anger.”

So why did he decide to channel
that emotion through a female
character?

Hunt says he actually wrote two
versions of the script. In one ver-
sion, the lead was played by a
man. But Howell was more
impressed by the version with the
female lead.

Baker says it’s proving a nice
opportunity for her:

She’s getting the chance to play
an Uma Thurman “Kill Bill”-type
of role, not possible 15 years ago
when she was playing girlfriends
and wives, not a vengeful soccer
moim.

Strong women play a number of
roles in this production.

Hunt says it was his wife who
encouraged him to go for it.

The couple came up with the
majority of the money, taking out a
home equity loan. Family and
friends kicked in the rest.

“I think everyone should have
their chance to do their dream.
Life is way too short not to,” says
Kathi Hunt, who is vice president
of International Meetings & Sci-
ence Inc, a medical education

John Hunt, who has written and is directing “Jersey
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Well-known actor Bo Svenson (right), who has acted in, written and directed a number

of films, stars in “Jersey Justice,” chats it up with Abe Holtz, director of photography. Svenson
was able to help first-time director John Hunt tighten the film’s dialogue to match his character.

Justice,” his first film, drives a point home to Abe Holtz
(right), his director of photography.

company based in Stamford,
Conn.

Her husband has loved film
since he was a boy.

“I'm a film geek since I was a
little kid,” he says. I'm obsessed.”

Hunt remembers first being
moved by a German-made anima-
tion when he was about 4 years old.

“I was overwhelmed. And I was
crying at the right times,” he says.
“It was just this cool movie called






